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2011 Candidate Questionnaire 
Candidate Name:__________________________________________ Incumbent:   (  Yes      (  No
Party___________________________  Candidate for: ________________________________
Name of Campaign Committee: ____________________________________________________
Committee  #: ________________________________________________________________
Name of Committee Chair:________________________________________________________
How much money have you raised?_______________ How much cash do you have on hand?____________
Address:  ___________________________________________________________________
E-mail:_____________________________________  Web Site: ________________________
Phone: __________________________  Fax: ______________________________________
Contact: ____________________________________________________________________
Please attach your current endorsement list and FPPC report.
Endorsements are for the current election cycle only and may be revoked at any time.
*Note  - One or more of the boxes below must be checked for the questionnaire to be valid:
· Yes, I want the Action Fund’s 100% pro-choice Endorsement if I qualify

· Yes, I want the Action Fund’s 100% pro-choice Recognition if I don’t qualify for endorsement

· Please do not publish your endorsement or recognition of my candidacy  

SECTION A

1. Personal Reproductive Health Decisions:


      

Planned Parenthood believes a woman has the right to obtain a medically safe, legal abortion under the standards set       forth by the U.S. Supreme Court in Roe v. Wade.  In that decision, the Court held that the implicit right to privacy guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution protects a woman’s right to decide whether or not to carry her pregnancy to term up to the point of fetal viability.  At the point of fetal viability, states may prohibit abortion except when it is necessary to protect the woman’s life or health.  Do you support a woman's right to obtain a medically safe, legal abortion? Please explain your position.
 2.  Publicly Funded Services:

     




     




Protecting a woman's right to choose is meaningless without access to abortion services.  The California Supreme Court has ruled in Committee to Defend Reproductive Rights v. Myers (1981) that budget restrictions on Medi-Cal abortion funding are unconstitutional because they violate privacy and equal protection provisions in the State Constitution.  Under the equal protection provision if some reproductive health services are publicly funded then all must be publicly funded, including abortion.  Do you support public (state) funding of abortion services for low-income women? Please explain your position.
 3. Funding for Family Planning:


    



     1.67 million low-income women and men in California receive family planning services each year through the state Family PACT program. These services receive a $9-to-$1 federal match. In addition, for each dollar spent on family planning, the state saves an estimated $9.25 by preventing unintended pregnancies.  Services offered through FamilyPACT include breast and cervical cancer screenings; annual exams; contraceptive services; family planning counseling; screening for anemia, diabetes, and high blood pressure; testing and treatment for sexually transmitted diseases; safer sex counseling; basic infertility screening; and referrals for specialized health care.  These services fill an unmet need for women and men who often have inadequate or no health insurance and include services for undocumented immigrants.   Unfortunately, due to budget deficits family planning services continue to be threatened with cuts.  Do you support continued funding for FamilyPACT and family planning services? Please explain your position.
4. Medi-Cal Reimbursement Rates:





California ranks 48th in the nation in Medicaid reimbursement rates for health care services provided to the 6.7 million low-income Californians and undocumented immigrants who depend on Medi-Cal and receive their medical care from providers such as Planned Parenthood.  Despite this, the state has failed to address the need to increase Medi-Cal reimbursement rates and continues to threaten further cuts.  There is evidence that reforms focused solely on cutting health care programs often lead to higher medical costs in the long run.  Do you support increasing current reimbursement rates for Medi-Cal providers? Please explain your position.
5. Implementation of the Affordable Care Act:



Women’s health care matters: to families, communities and to the State of California.  Planned Parenthood believes the implementation of the Affordable Care Act must ensure that Planned Parenthood can meaningfully participate as an essential community provider in provider networks; that patients have timely access to reproductive health care, including physical exams, contraception and abortion; that patients are able to continue accessing confidential services when needed; and that individuals not included in insurance expansion efforts maintain access to reproductive health care.  Do you support Planned Parenthood's meaningful participation in the implementation of the Affordable Care Act, a patient's continued access to confidential services and reproductive health care? Please explain you position.
6. Comprehensive Sexual Health Education:


   


    An overwhelming majority of California parents support the teaching of comprehensive sexual health education in our schools.  In 2003, California legislators passed SB 71 (California Comprehensive Sexual Health and HIV/AIDS Prevention Education Act) which requires that public schools offering sexual health education must ensure the courses are comprehensive, age-appropriate and medically accurate.  However, some school districts are out of compliance and/or openly defy California law by bringing in abstinence-only education programs.  Do you support the teaching and enforcement of comprehensive sexual health education, including information about both abstinence and contraception, in public schools? Please explain your position.
7. Refusal of Abstinence-only Funding:


   


Studies have shown that comprehensive sexual health education programs are the most effective way of reducing teen pregnancy rates. California has a long history of refusing to accept any federal money that is tied to abstinence-only-until-marriage education.  Do you support California’s efforts to ensure that sexual health education programs are evidence based and medically accurate?  Please explain your position.
8.   Release for confidential Health Services:


    


California law allows for students to be released from school to obtain confidential services such as reproductive health, drug and alcohol abuse treatment, and mental health services. While parents rightfully want to be involved in their teens’ lives, and Planned Parenthood actively promotes family communication, we also know that healthy family relationships cannot be mandated by the government.  Most teens involve their parents in reproductive health care decisions, but some teens simply cannot involve their parents because they live in dangerous homes.  Do you support a minors' confidential access to reproductive health services? Please explain your position.
9.    Parental Notification: 







Over the last six years, Californians have rejected THREE ballot initiatives that threaten teen safety by mandating parental notification prior to a minor terminating a pregnancy.  Planned Parenthood and a coalition of doctors, nurses and other medical professionals have successfully campaigned against these dangerous initiatives.  Do you oppose parental notification prior to a minor terminating a pregnancy? How would you join us in supporting teen safety by publicly opposing parental notification initiatives? Please explain your position.
10. Abortion Restrictions:




    


     There are bills and amendments proposed each year in the state Legislature that single out women, especially low-income and poor women, by attempting to restrict their access to safe, legal abortions.  These proposed restrictions come in the form of mandated waiting periods, so-called “informed consent” requirements, limits on state funding of abortion services and limiting access to abortion at any time to protect a woman's health and future fertility.  Planned Parenthood believes all women, regardless of their ability to pay or geographic location, should have equal access to abortion services.  Do you oppose restricting abortion access (funding cuts, geographic limits, scope of practice, waiting periods, informed consent, etc.)? Please explain your position.
12.
Partnership for Community Health: 
Each year Planned Parenthood of Santa Barbara, Ventura and San Luis Obispo Counties health centers provide more than 79,000 visits. Planned Parenthood's affordable health services include preventive and reproductive health care for women men, and teens. In addition, Planned Parenthood educators provide sexual health education to 50,000 Californians annually with emphasis on school-based programs to reduce teen pregnancy and help teens make healthy choices.  Many programs rely on participation of local public agencies in the form of grants or cooperative programming. Do you support local governments forming partnerships with Planned Parenthood? Please explain your position.

13. Why is the Planned Parenthood Action Fund’s endorsement or recognition important to you?
14. What does it mean to you to be pro-choice?
SECTION B
If you are seeking an endorsement, please answer these additional questions. 

Professional Experience:

1. Which public offices have you held? (Include dates of service)

2. Briefly describe your work background.  (Please attach a resume & bio)

3. Briefly describe your educational background.

4. To what fraternal, professional, civic or social organizations do you belong?

Your Campaign:

1. Why are you running for this elective office?

2. What qualities distinguish you from other candidates for this office?

3. Who is your campaign consultant and what is his/her experience?


4. From what other groups and individuals are you seeking or have you received endorsements?
5. What is your campaign budget?  

6. How much money have you raised to date or obtained pledges for?  

Issues:

1. How have you proven your commitment to reproductive rights?  Have you taken public positions on choice?  Community involvement?  Donor or board member?  Advocated for policies?  Vote vs. sponsoring legislation?
2. What issues do you intend to emphasize in this election?  What are the top priorities?

3. Briefly describe your key priorities if elected.  

4. If the Planned Parenthood Action Fund endorsed you, would you carry that endorsement on your materials? 
5. How will you incorporate choice into your campaign, where will it make sense?

6. Please describe your work with reproductive health policies in any previous publicly held positions.

I have read the above questionnaire and provided answers to the best of my abilities. I am committed to Planned Parenthood and its mission to promote, deliver directly and coordinate the provision of comprehensive health care services and direct patient care, including a full range of sexual and reproductive health services through education, advocacy, counseling and clinical services.
Candidate Signature:                   





         Date:  

Planned Parenthood Action Fund of Santa Barbara, Ventura and San Luis Obispo Counties strongly encourages endorsed candidates to champion women’s health issues above and beyond maintaining a 100% pro-choice voting record while in office. Below is a list of ways for endorsed candidates to champion Planned Parenthood, our patients, and our services. Note: Response to the statements below are a means of gauging a candidates’ commitment to reproductive health issues and will not factor into the endorsement process.
Please check the boxes below that indicate your commitment to Planned Parenthood:
My Commitment to Planned Parenthood

(  I will speak out publically in support of Planned Parenthood

(  I will speak out publically in support of publicly-funded family planning programs
(  I will attend a Planned Parenthood Function or Event

(  I will visit and tour a Planned Parenthood health center
Candidate Signature:                   





         Date:  

Return Questionnaire to:  
Planned Parenthood Action Fund 
of Santa Barbara, Ventura and San Luis Obispo Counties
518 Garden St.
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS.  In order to accurately evaluate candidate responses, a prepared statement will not substitute for the completed questionnaire and any unanswered questions will be evaluated as “no response.” However, we do welcome additional comments or clarifications of your responses. Candidates seeking Endorsement must complete the entire questionnaire. Candidates seeking pro-choice Recognition may complete only Section A.





Information about the issues raised in the following questions can be found on the Planned Parenthood Action Fund website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.actionfundppsbvslo.org" ��www.actionfundppsbvslo.org� or please call Christine Lyon, Vice President of the Action Fund at (805) 722-1508.� 


Candidates can send completed questionnaires by email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:brianna.eardley@ppsbvslo.org" �brianna.eardley@ppsbvslo.org�, by fax at (805) 965-2292, or through the mail to: 518 Garden St. Santa Barbara, CA 93101.
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